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On September 24th, 1824, La 
Virgen de Los Angeles, (in English, 
the Virgin of the Angels) was offi-
cially declared the patron saint of 
Costa Rica. She is called Our Lady 
of the Angels because she was found 
on the day the Franciscans celebrate 
the feast of Our Lady of the Angels. 
Thirty-eight years later, Pope Pius 
IX declared that all who visit the 
Madonna’s sanctuary will receive a 
full pardon of their sins.

In 1912 the present basilica was 
built over the original boulder where 
the little black Madonna was origi-
nally found by Juana Pereira. It is 
an awe inspiring combination of co-
lonial architecture and 19th century 
Byzantine style. Today the original 
statuette of La Virgen is situated on 
a gold and jewelled dais above the 
altar in the basilica

Archaeologists are 
fascinated with this 
composition 

The statue is composed of three 
different kinds of minerals, vol-
canic rock, jade and graphite. 
Archaeologists are fascinated with 
this composition since it is uncom-
mon and maybe impossible to com-
bine these three types of stone. The 
scientists agree that the statuette does 
have all three of these types of stone. 
Studies indicate that there was no 
graphite in Costa Rica at the time of 
the discovery of the statue. Across 
the ocean, in the Old World, no jade 
or volcanic rock existed. The Costa 
Rican patron saint has characteris-
tics of both continents. The statuette 
is twenty centimetres tall, just un-
der eight inches. It’s called the little 
black one although its true colour is 
a greenish-grey.

Costa Ricans affectionately refer to 
their patron saint as La Negrita (The 
Dear Little Black One). During the 
civil war of 1833 the Madonna was 
named Princess of Peace. Since then 
Costa Rica has been the most peaceful 
country in Latin-America. Costa Rica 
abolished its army and established a 
University for Peace. In 1956 she was 
crowned Queen of Workers because 
from the beginning she displayed a 
unity with the poor and those beset 
with difficulties. 

Every year on 2nd August Costa 
Ricans celebrate one of their most im-
portant Catholic holidays, La Dia de la 
Virgen de Los Angeles, (in English, The 
Day of the Virgin of the Angels) with 
pilgrimages called romeria, to the ba-
silica from all over the country. Visitors 
are welcome throughout the year but 
the most exciting time is on August 2nd, 
when nearly one million people make 
a pilgrimage to the shrine. The faithful 
walk for miles, some on their knees to 
visit the shrine. On the second day of 
celebrations La Negrita is carried in 
solemn procession to the parish church 
of Central Cartago, where she spends 
a few days before returning home to 
her basilica. The basilica is open daily 
with several opportunities to attend 
Mass and Confession. This was a time 
when strict racial segregation reigned 
in Latin America. People of colour 
not only lived in separate areas, but 
were not even allowed to enter the city 
of Cartago. Heaven made a clear an-
nouncement about this system through 
La Negrita.

Angela Taylor UK 

With permission of Fr Miguel Adrian 
Rivera, Rector of the Nuestra Señora  

de Los Angeles National Shrine  
in Cartago, Costa Rica.

When Sr Gaudia Skass, preaches 
God’s love and mercy she ra-
diates light from her smiling 
face. Born and raised in Poland, 
Sr Gaudia studied painting at 
the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Warsaw before entering the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy. In 2015, she 
completed graduate studies in 
journalism and is the founder 
of the YouTube channel Blisko 
Rahamim. She now lives in 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A.

 

What is the God you believe in?

Sr Gaudia: The God I believe in 
is a love that always surprises me, 
surpasses me, amazes me and con-
stantly inspires me.

Sr Faustina’s Diary is filled with 
passionate love for me and you. The 
phrase “I desire” appears approxi-
mately 70 times in her Diary. The 
message is that God gives himself 
to us fully; he offers us his own 
heart, first and foremost in the 
sacraments. In the Divine Mercy 
image, we see rays pouring forth 
from Jesus’ heart. They symbolise 
the purifying and life-giving sacra-
ments — most of all his merciful 
presence in the sacraments of bap-
tism, confession and the Eucharist. 
He patiently waits for us, his hands 
overflowing with gifts.

In your recordings and writings, 
you repeatedly speak of God’s 
desires to heal our hearts with 
his infinite love. How can people 
imagine God’s sheer love?

Sr Gaudia: It not unusual for God, 
who is and has everything, to leave 

DIVINE MERCY INTERVIEW
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his comfort zone in heaven. He leaves 
heaven with a desire and happiness 
to save us.

He does not look for new fasci-
nating experiences, no. He doesn’t 
need this because Our Lord God has 
an ever-filling newness of happiness 
that is creative. And this God comes 
out of His happiness into our swamp 
of sin when we turn away from God 
where He will not only get dirty but 
also wounded by our sins... to the 
point of death. His Heart will be cut 
into a thousand pieces by our rejec-
tion of His love... For me, this is the 

unquestionable thirst of the Lord God. 
He undertakes the rescue of souls for 
all, which He does not have to carry 
out at all. The salvation of souls is for 
us alone and not for his own personal 
gain. Our Lord accepts all our suffer-
ing and pays a high price so that we 
can have eternal life and happiness 
and joy with Him in paradise.

Today many people are searching 
elsewhere or find spirituality out-
side the institution of the Church. 
Why did God become man, why is 
it so important?

Sr Gaudia: For me, the most impor-
tant thing in these words ‘Why did 
God become man’ is to experience 
how much God loves me. He, who 
is perfect and infinite, entered into 
the limitations of human flesh, so 
meagre, so small, and so susceptible 
to suffering and all that is unpleasant.

Jesus entered into this to be clos-
er to me, simple as that. No one has 
done more for me than the Lord 
God, who became man to be closer 
to me so that I could touch Him, 
so that I could look into His eyes.... 
And that I might believe in the great 

The Moment  
of Greatest Love

 � Sr Gaudia Skass ISMM
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dignity of being human, for God 
himself became man.

And yet this is only the beginning...

Sr Gaudia: This is such a shocking rev-
elation that even if the Lord God had 
stopped the history of salvation at this 
point, it would be enough to marvel 
at for all eternity! And God goes even 
further. That is why I am not surprised 
by what St Faustina wrote in her diary, 
that there would not be enough eter-
nity for her to praise God’s unfathom-
able mercy and compassion for her in 
a worthy way (cf. Diary 1486).

What I already know of the Lord 
God, of His great love for me, is so in-
credible that I can no longer compre-
hend it. And what will happen when I 
understand and discover more on the 
other side of life... Surely for all eternity 
I will wonder, praise and give thanks-
giving again and again and again.

Jesus says to Sr Faustina; “Speak of 
My mercy”. For many people, ho-
wever, the word “mercy” is a purely 
theological concept. What does it 
mean to “speak of mercy”? How 
do we interpret this message of 
the Lord Jesus?

Sr Gaudia: There are two ways. The 
first one is mercy, Jesus is mercy in-
carnate, so mercy is His name and we 
should talk about Jesus - And the sec-
ond is to talk about the deeds of God. 
Mercy is the love of the Lord God in 
deeds. People like to relate to some-
thing tangible rather than theologi-
cal words which could be difficult for 
most people because it does not touch 
their hearts. Their hearts are touched 
by particular stories, and these can 
be stories from the Holy Scripture, 
or from Sister Faustina’s “Diary”, or 

perhaps testimonies from their own 
lives. For example, visiting the lonely, 
helping the sick or doing a good deed.

Ideally, for every truth in which I 
believe, I have confirmation from my 
own life experience. When I speak of 
God’s mercy, I speak of my own real 
experiences of God’s mercy. Then a 
general truth can be built up from 
that, even a theological truth.

How do you understand Jesus say-
ing to Sr Faustina: “I give great gra-
ces to souls who meditate devoutly 
on My Passion” (Diary 737). How 
can it help us? Some people say: 
“I meditate on the Passion, but it 
does not speak to me”. What more 
can I do to believe in the uncondi-
tional love of God?

Sr Gaudia: It is a matter of grace. 
For our part we are willing and do 
what Jesus has commanded. He says; 
“Meditate” – and I do, but always with 
the awareness that it is God’s grace, 
His decision, whether I feel some-
thing more deeply today, whether I 
understand or believe more deeply.

I hope, I ask, I humbly go to 
prayer and with confidence and I 
open the Sacred Scriptures to reflect, 
I pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet or 
I pause at 3:00 p.m. to reflect on the 
mercy of Jesus at the moment of his 
death. I do what I can and the rest is 
a matter of grace. I firmly believe that 
in every sincere prayer of the heart 
(no matter how short or long it is) I 
am drawing closer to God, to know 
Him and His mercy better.

But it is the Lord God who gives 
us a deeper understanding of His 
mercy; we do not always feel it and 
are not always fully aware of it. It 
is only after some time when you 
see that you are a different person 

and your understanding is deeper. 
In other words, it is often only after 
some time that we see how grace has 
worked within us in secret.

So it is necessary to have not only 
a desire but also perseverance?

Sr Gaudia: I need to feed my desire to 
know God all the time. I need to feed it 
with time spent in prayer, meditation 
on the Word of God, reading mystics 
like St Faustina... I do it persistently, I 
do not get discouraged even if I do not 
see the results. I may not see the re-
sults for a long time, or even to the end. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, for example, 
lived in complete spiritual darkness for 
many years, yet she entered into an ever 
deeper understanding of the mystery 
of God’s mercy. And she herself was 
increasingly transformed into mercy, 
but she did not see it. 

Perhaps, then, for the sake of our 
humility, God hides from our eyes 
the fruits of his grace but allows oth-
ers to see them?

How can we understand the words 
of Jesus; “If My death has not con-
vinced you of My love, what will?” 
(Diary 580).

Sr Gaudia: It is an expression of God’s 
powerlessness. It is astonishing that 
the Almighty God is in a sense “im-
potent”. He limits His omnipotence 
to the omnipotence of love. He is as 
omnipotent as love allows Him to be. 
Love does not allow certain limits to be 
crossed, for example, entering without 
invitation into the space where only 
man himself can say “Come in”. God, 
although we are shown the depths of 
God’s love for us to the point of death 
on the cross, He cannot force us to ac-
cept and reciprocate His love. 

DIVINE MERCY INTERVIEW
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Sister, when the Lord Jesus says; 
“If you do not believe My words, 
at least believe My wounds” (Diary 
379), what is He calling us to? How 
do we understand this?

Sr Gaudia: God’s mercy is reflected 
in the cross of Christ, a direct reflec-
tion of His love for us. It has always 
been clear to us that God is love, but 
it is a matter of experiencing it in 
particular actions. The greatest act 
of God’s love is that He died for us. 
And it is amazing that the One, over 
whom death has no power, dies. 

He is without sin, death cannot 
touch Him, and yet He enters into a 
fragile human nature and accepts it 
completely.

He is fully God and fully man so 
that we can say these extraordinary 
words, that God, the almighty, eter-
nal God, dies, and at the hands of 
men! He does it for us to pay our 
debt. His death is the strongest ex-
pression of how much He loves us.

This is most powerfully revealed in 
Jesus’ passion, death and in His res-
urrection we see God’s triumph over 
death, pointing toward the promise of 
eternal life in God’s presence.

 The Divine Mercy devotion leads 
us to greater trust, as we see in the 
prayer on the image: “Jesus, I trust 
in you.” Jesus’s Passion is the source 
of our hope, which leads us to in-
voke the Father for his mercy. The 
ultimate goal of our hope is our sal-
vation, our eternal happiness with 
God. The chaplet should lead us to a 
greater trust in the reality that Jesus 
has redeemed us.

St Faustina wrote; “I desire to go 
throughout the whole world and 
speak to souls about the great 
mercy of God. Priests, help me 

in this; use the strongest words 
[at your disposal] to proclaim His 
mercy, for every word falls short 
of how merciful He really is” (Diary 
491). Could you give an instance 
from the Diary?

Sr Gaudia: “You are a corpse - yet you 
live.” This is a paraphrase of a passage 
from “The Diary”, where Jesus says 
that even if there were no hope of res-
urrection from a human perspective, 
even if a person were like a corpse, 
God’s mercy can resurrect souls in 
their fullness (cf. Diary, 1448). 

I believe that this image of death 
is the most fitting because death is 
always the definitive end of life here 
on earth. According to some, it is 
already the complete end of every-
thing; they do not believe in life af-
ter death, and therefore, they live in 
constant fear of death.

On the other hand, interestingly, 
when Jesus speaks about death in the 
Holy Scriptures, He refers to sin. That 
is the real death! It is a gradual spir-
itual dying that can lead to choosing 
eternity without God, in incredible 
loneliness, as hell is such a total, cruel 
solitude. However, when Jesus talks 
about physical death (the death of 
the body), He calls it a sleep. They 
even laugh at Him when He goes to 
resurrect Jairus’ daughter. But Jesus 
says: she is only sleeping. And that 
is the understanding that we should 
have: physical death is just a sleep.

In one sentence please provide an 
example if I met a person – and 
what, as a priest, can I say to them? 
What would be the most powerful 
words? 

Sr Gaudia: Each person is unique 
therefore for each individual 

something different is needed. 
However, there is something we all 
have in common – everyone first 
needs to experience that the priest 
or anyone addressing them actually 
sees them, values them as a human 
being, takes time for them and is fully 
present in the moment of conversa-
tion. Everyone needs to feel impor-
tant to the other. If the fundamental 
experience, the sense that a priest or 
other interlocutor wants my good 
is assured, then the simplest words 
about God’s mercy can touch a heart 
powerfully.

What words do you use when 
proclaiming the truth about God’s 
mercy?

Sr Gaudia: There are no limits to the 
mercy of God. Through the message 
of Divine Mercy, our Lord is prepar-
ing us for His final coming. 

The greatest attribute is love and 
mercy. It unites the creature with 
the Creator. This immense love and 
abyss of mercy are made known in 
the Incarnation of the Word and in 
the Redemption [of humanity], and 
it is here we read that St Faustina 
saw this as the greatest of all God’s 
attributes.

For me, each time the truth about 
God’s mercy is spoken is when I in-
teract with people. I always try to 
get to know the group a little before 
preaching. 

Through the grace of God, He re-
ally provides me with an insight into 
how to address this or that specific 
group, what words will resonate with 
them, what they need to hear.

Sr Gaudia Skass ISMM 
was interviewed 

by Fr Peter Prusakiewicz CSMA


